
MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

FEATURED
IMPACT STORY

BCACHC is lucky to have found such a capable leader to take us forward and support the ongoing

expansion of the CHC sector in BC. Valerie started July 13 and will be reaching out to members

and partners in the near future. BCACHC will also brining on additional team members in the

near future to support current and future CHC operations.I am also very pleased to announce

that the BCACHC has been provided funding from the Ministry of Health to provide grants to our

members help support their operations. We are currently developing the granting process and

will be announcing details in the near future.A reminder that our AGM will be held virtually on

August 25th this year and we hope that many of you will attend. We are also looking for new

board members and I know we have some incredible talent among our members, and I hope that

you will step forward and join us. 

Thank you and I look forward to seeing you in August, 

Grey Showler,

President, BCACHC 

BCACHC MEMBER NEWSLETTER
SUMMER 2020

Hello BCACHC Members, It goes without saying that this has

been a unprecedented year for all of us as we grapple with

COVID and the myriad ways it has impacted our lives. On

behalf of the BCACHC Board, we again thank all of you for the

incredible work you continue to do support the health and

well-being of your communities. 

I would like to introduce everyone to BCACHC’s first Executive

Director, Valerie St John. Valerie’s past experiences include

working in several senior roles at the Ministry of Health, CEO

of the Nurses and Nurse Practitioners of BC, and more recently

working for a community based not-for-profit.

MEET OUR NEWEST
BCACHC MEMBERS

Over the past few months,
BCACHC has welcomed three

new member communities.
This brings our total
membership to 25, 

an amazing growth from our
five founding CHCs who
came together in 2017. 

The continued growth of our
membership shows that
communities around the

province understand that the
CHC model is an effective

way to deliver responsive,
effective health and social

services.

Blind Bay, BC
Interior British Columbia

We've been making some updates to the 
BCACHC website at www.bcachc.org
including a new blog with our latest
Community Health Centre Stories. 
Two new videos launched this week!

BCACHC PRESIDENT
GREY SHOWLER

Sayward
Community

Health Centre

Do you have questions or ideas for
blogs, stories, or useful COVID-19
resources? Share them with us!

South Shuswap
Health Services

Sayward, BC
Northern Vancouver Island

WELCOME TO
BCACHC!
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The BC Association of Community Health Centres is a vibrant organization that plays an

important role in the province's health sector working to ensure our communities have

access to health and social services delivered close to home. Much has been done, and

there is still much to do to support current CHCs operating around the province and to

assist with the development of new CHCs in underserved areas of B.C. I have worked in

our health sector in a variety of capacities for over ten years and have seen great

successes when all levels of the system work together to effect change and continuously

improve service delivery models.  I am honoured to accept the role as the first Executive

Director at BCACHC and look forward to learning and supporting the Association as it

continues to strengthen the role it plays working with its member Centres. I hope to

have an opportunity to speak with all members soon as I orient to my new role and set

priorities for the future. - Valerie St. John

Coming out of COVID-19, the government’s priorities for a stronger B.C. include the

need to strengthen our health care system and build critical infrastructure. We couldn’t

agree more and we have submitted a proposal to the BC Government as part of their

Covid Recovery Plan with a request for the provision of sustainable funding and

supports for the current CHCs operating across the province and additional targeted

funding for communities developing and implementing CHCs in underserved areas of the

province.

The full letter has been emailed out to members along with this newsletter, and if you'd

like an additional copy, please email board@bcachc.org.

BCACHC, in collaboration with several community partners, has submitted a proposal to

the Ministry of Health to develop a Partnership Table that would bring together CHCs,

government, providers and stakeholders to form a community of practice around CHC

implementation and operations. The Table would allow us to insure that Health

Authority and Ministry staff understand the CHC model and how best to support the

sector. The Ministry of Health has tentatively agreed to the Table and we are working on

how best to implement it in the Fall.We're welcoming a new
Executive Director to the

BCACHC team and preparing
for an AGM and a fresh round

of strategic planning. 

We want to hear from
members about emerging
needs, key priorities, and
exciting opportunities for

support.

Watch your inbox for more in
the coming weeks! 

NOMINATIONS
& RESOLUTIONS

UPCOMING AGM
TUES AUG 25 

10AM-12PM

BUILDING SUPPORT FOR THE CHC MODEL

If you haven't already done so,
please mark your calendars and

set aside time for the BCACHC
AGM.

Before the AGM, you'll be given
an opportunity to submit

nominations and/or resolutions.

In the next week, we'll be
sending out a form with clear

instructions about the process
and the timeline for submissions.

PARTNERSHIP TABLE PROPOSAL

BC RECOVERY PLAN PROPOSAL

A WORD FROM OUR NEW EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

        
You can reach
Valerie via
board@bcachc.org

VIRTUAL AGM
Our AGM this year is virtual. 

Let us know if you might need
support connecting with us online

via Zoom.

REMINDER

WATCH YOUR
INBOX

MEMBER SURVEY
 & FUNDING

DISTRIBUTION
PROCESS
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@bcachc

bcachc.org

Do you have an update to share with
BCACHC?

Need support sharing your CHC stories?

Contact BCACHC Communications
Specialist, Rachel Malena-Chan at

rachelmalenachan@gmail.com

STEPS Community Health Centre 
 was featured in a locally-made video

as a key partner in caring for the
community through the COVID-19

pandemic.

Tourism Kamloops, Kamloops.

“We will be having nurses and
doctors at most of the sites where

people are being moved indoors
from the encampments.”

Times Colonist, Victoria

STEPS
Community Health CentreSTEPS
Community Health Centre

"Abbott hopes the pandemic has
shone a light on those issues and how

much of a difference people and
governments can make when they

come together to help those in
need. "I hope that they will look at

this and that there will be some
changes made to the social safety net,

Global News, Vancouver 

BCACHC MEMBERS
IN THE MEDIA

Island Sexual Health Society is very pleased to announce

the transition of our organization to a full service

Community Health Centre thanks to the MOH initiative

to expand CHC programs in BC. In addition to

maintaining our current sexual health programs and

services to all community members we will be adding

primary care services in order to  address the

attachment gaps in Victoria. Expanded space, the

addition of 8 clinical roles, a community health worker

and counsellor will result in better care to our most

vulnerable population. We greatly appreciate the

support of both BCACHC and the Ministry of Health in

making this a reality.

BCACHC MEMBER UPDATES

Connect with us online

ISLAND SEXUAL HEALTH

RISE COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRE

Construction of RISE Community Health

Centre is now complete and the new

facility at 5198 Joyce Street has opened

it’s doors!  RISE CHC is independently

operated by Collingwood

Neighbourhood House Society.  This

unique positioning of a Community

Health Centre within a Neighbourhood

House ensures that Social Determinants

of Health and connection to community

is always at the forefront of the work

RISE does. 

BOBBI  TURNER,  ED
ISLAND SEXUAL HEALTH

R E C E P T I O N  A T  R I S E  C H C
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RISE provides comprehensive primary health care and health promotion services to resident of

Renfrew-Collingwood who are facing challenging life circumstances. 

Sandra Bodenhamer, Director of RISE CHC says “A huge thank-you goes out to over 500

hundred of community members, service providers, clinicians and academics that volunteered

their time and input in creating a service model and space to that will support the health and

wellbeing of the Renfrew-Collingwood neighbourhood.  Together we RISE!”

Read more at

www.cnh.bc.ca/rise-opening/
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